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Montrose

MONTROSE

prime real estate just 38 miles south of Charlotte,
North Carolina in upper Chester County, Seuth
Carolina. Plans include a mixed-use project that
will include cwo golf courses, clubhouses, peols, a
fitness center, miles of walking trails, and more chat
1,000 acres of nature prescrves, open space, parks
and lakes, ‘The property has over 3-%2 mifes of

frontage on both sides of Tnterstate 77 making the

ourt value of “Montrose” can exceed two billion

dollars.

“In the years to come this project can become a
huge soutce of jobs and employment, not to men-
tion a major sales and property tax generator for
the region,” Graham said in his comments o local

and state officials at today’s announcement.

Graham has quietly assembled nearly 6,000 acres of

property very accessible and visible. The rotal build

He went on to say “Montrose will be very simi-

lar to the successful Ballantyne project in south
Charlotte, only three tmes larger with more open
space.”

Karlisa Parker, the Fconomic Development Direc-
tor for Chester County agrees. She has said that
this is by far the largest project ever anpounced for
this arca. “The long-rerm economic impact for our
area can be rremendous and the timing could not
be berter”. Parker also nored rthat Chester and their
consultants have carefully reviewed Graham's zon-
ing request and said that it was an excellent docu-
ment that needed only minimal revisions and that
few developers come in with requests that not only
meet the developet’s needs burt are conscientious

of the town and counsy’s needs as well. She noted
that this was just the start of what she feels will be

an exciting rime for this area and Chester County.

CHARLOTTE REAL ESTATE INVESTOR/DEVELOPER MEL GRAHAM
ANNOUNCES AREA’S LARGEST REAL ESTATE PROJECT EVER

“Montrose” Project Could Exceed $2 Billion

Graham says that he has named the project
“MONTROSE” “Timmediately liked the name
when my marketing ream presented it. © Graham
said. “Tt was different and uniaue fust like the prop-

erty, which is a beautifil old pine plantation.”

The 20-year master plan includes all types of
residential housing, office, rerail, and commaercial
opportunities. The property is currently accessed
by Inrerchange # 55 to the south and # 62 to rthe
norch. The plan proposes the compledon of the
new proposed “Montrose” interchange, which is
alrcady partially in place in the middle of the prop-
erty. The overpass was construcred when 177 was
buift. The connecting ramps need to be added.”
The new Montrose exit would be exit # 58 accord-
ing to SCDOT ofhgials.

Continued on page 2.
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Graham has engaged well-known South Carolina
attarney, Bayles Mack, to assist with plans for the
new interchange and orher udlides o serve the
property. Attorney Mack has stressed the impor-
ance of the proposed new “Montrose Interchange”
to achieve the long-term benefits for commercial
growth. Mack rold rthe officials ar the lunch an-
nouncement today thar “Mels visien and plans for
this property is a perfect Ac and will have a very

posirive impact to the entire Chester area.”

Land Design has been retained by Graham to
handle all land planning, engincering, and design.
“They are simply the hest” says Graham, who has
had a relarionship with principal Dale Stewart for
over 20 years. Land Design principal, Theron Pick-
ens said, “Montrose is one of those rare, once-in-a-

lifetime opportuniries. Where else can you plan a

quality project this size with everything going for
it?” Pickens says, “This site has it all, location, great
topography, utilicy availability, and an owner with

tremendous vision and a great track record.”

“Grahara’s theme tor the look of the project is very
firring for the Chester ares”, said Land Design vet-
eran and principal, Ed Schweitzer, “Mel instricred
us to make “Montrose” look like a larpe horse farm
from photos he had {rom one that he visired in
Lexington, Kentucky. He wants the stone columns,
the black 3-raif fencing, and a wide open first class
horse farm look and fecl carried throtghout rhe

project.”

Schweiizer says the property iends itself very well to
this type of look and feel. “Mel likes to do things

first class, he puss a real emphasis on quality”.
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Wakter Fields of The Walter 1Helds Group, Ine. has
heen retained w advise Graham and manage the
complere rezoning process. Fields served as the
Land Development Manager of the Charlotre Plan-
ning Commission for 20 years. “In all of my vears
of experience, this is certainly the largesc and one
of the mast exciting projects [ have worked on. |
think Mel has a keen sense of where the Charlocte
marker has ro expand in the future”, This property
is within the Charlorre MSA and has great access
via 1-77. “The occurrence of such a large land as-
semblage is so rare thar it represents what may be
one of the last real opportanities for such a strategic
master planned developrent that is so close to
Charlotte and all its amenicies.” The areas north of
Charlotre an [-77 have experienced a growth explo-
sion over the past decade and Mel feels thar the
growth must move south.

Contined on page 3.
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“Montrose” is about the same distance from Char-
lotte as the Maoresville area is w the north where
Lowe’s has recently relocated their headquarters.
“My properey has the exacr same access to Char-
lotte that the Lake Norman arca has, only icis a lot
less crowded. | believe that Charlotce is a lat like

Acdanra was 20 years ago.”

“Tremember standing in a field ar the Gwinnert
exit in Gwinnett County. [t was 45 miles from
downtown Atlanta in the middle of nowhere. Look
ac it roday, just 20 years later. [t is another city out
there now. The same holds true for Charlorte. 1
built rhe firse aparrments at Lake Norman ar exic #
28 aboutr 15 vears ago. There were Ouly a cou_pie ol
businesses and very few residences in the entire lake
area ar thar time. Tt was less than 20 years ago and

look at it today.

CHARLOTTE REAL ESTATE INVESTOR/DEVELOPER MEL GRAHAM
ANNOUNCES AREA'S LARGEST REAL ESTATE PROJECT EVER

“Montrose” Project Could Exceed $2 Billion

We believe the “Montrose” properry is the largest
single owned piece of properry within the MSA
ol Charlorre and one of the largest in any MSA

of any of the wp 20 major mevopolitan markers
in the United Staves. [t is locarted within a 2-hour
flight or a one-day drive w0 nearly half of the total
United Staces population. [t is only approximartely
45 miles ro Interstares 1-20 and 126 in Columbia,
S.C. w the souch. Inrerstates 83 and [-40 are not
far ro the north, all connected via 1-77. “Mon-
rrose” could be the ideal location for the nexc big

corporaze telocation on soine of its’ commercial

propc ITy.

“Monrtrose” is strategically located to accommodaie

Charlotte’s explosive growrh for the nexe 20 years.
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